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July 16, 2010

Aloha Chairperson Yuen,

Mahalo for this opportunity to submit testimony in support of the
extension ofthe Pu'u Maka'ala Natural Area Reserve. KAHBA
strongly supports the protection ofthis important and fragOe
native forest. We urge the Department of Land and Natural
Resources to ensure protection ofthis area by managing this area
as one contiguous parcel. Portions ofthe former Kulani
Correctional FaciUty should pot be transferred to the Department
ofDefense for inconsistent uses.

KAHEA: The Hawaiian-Environmental Alliance is a network of
kupuna, cultural practitioners, scientists, teachers, and other
concerned individuals working to protect Hawal'i's unique
natural and cultural resources. We have long supported the
Natural Area Reserve program.

As you know, the 'Ola'a Forest Reserve is home to an ancient,
vibrant landscape that is both ecologically important and
culturally significant. Protection efforts in the current Pu'u
Maka'ala NAR have allowed giant o'hi'a, hapu'u, and naJo to
flourish and many rare and endangered native birds to thrive.
Because ofthese protection efforts, a massive forest bas been
allowed to age into an interdependent network better able to
withstand natural disasters and disease. Protecting this
exceptional habitat, not only means these native flora and fauna
will continue to survive In the world, but also means that the
unique cultural practices associated with these species will
continue to be perpetuated for generations to come.

It is crucial that the Department Increase Its protection efforts in
this portion ofthe Ola'a forest Since the closing of the Kulani
Correctional Facility and the transfer of200 inmates to Arizona,
the surrounding forest has not received the consistent and skilled
management that the staffand prisoners provided. We are
concerned that the proposal to transfer operations ofthe prison
facility to the Department ofDefense actually creates a liability
for the Department and the publtc trust resources in thls area.
Seventy five children and a few adult staffwill not be able to
provide the kind ofknowledgeable management services once
provided by those at the Kulan' Correctional FadUty.



We urge the Division of Forestry and Wildlife to stand up for the irreplaceable natural and
cultural resources of this area of the Waiakea forest by managing this region as one contiguous
parcel and urging against the transfe~ a portion of it to the Department ofDefense.

Mahalo,

Miwa Tamanaha
Executive Director

Marti Townsend
Program Director


